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Courtrooms shouldn't decide science
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This is in response to “Room for reasonable doubt; Doctors and defense attorneys begin to raise questions
about criminal convictions that once seemed clear-cut.” Children can suffer devastating brain injury from
being shaken or struck. We know this from years of peer-reviewed medical evidence, and broad
consensus exists on this fact among physicians of many specialties who care for abused and injured
children.

Child abuse is not a quick diagnosis, nor an easy one; it is a diagnosis made after all other possibilities
have been ruled out. Tragically hundreds of children suffer this type of abuse every year in this country.
One study estimated 339 children died from abusive head trauma in 2009 alone.

The  is focused on meeting three of every child’s basic needs: soundAmerican Academy of Pediatrics
nutrition, nurturing relationships and safe environments. Protecting children from abuse — including
shaking — is part of this mission.

It’s inaccurate to state, as this article does, that Shaken Baby Syndrome is an unproven theory. Medical
opinion on this has not shifted. What is shifting are the arguments used in the courtroom by attorneys and
witnesses hired by the defense.

We believe in a vigorous defense of those accused of a crime, but the courtroom is not an ideal venue to
arbitrate science.

Instead we look forward to high-quality, peer-reviewed, published research by those who are skeptical of
abusive head trauma and the idea that shaking can cause injury. We welcome an external review of both
the evidence behind abusive head trauma as well as all of the alternatives being presented in court.

In the meantime, the doctors who care for injured and abused children will continue in our work to treat
these infants and protect them from further harm. It is often these vulnerable children whose voices get lost
in the debate.

— Dr. Sandra G. Hassink, Elk Grove Village, president, American Academy of Pediatrics
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